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UNION   GROVE   HIGH   SCHOOL   
Course   Syllabus   

  
Instructor:    Kellie   J.   White,   PhD   and   Ms.   Melanie   Harmon Room   #:    226        Year:    2021-2022   

  
Course   Name   and   Code:    Forensic   Science   A   5920.0A,   5920.9A   

  
Textbook   Used:       Forensic   Science   Fundamentals   &   Investigations   2 nd    Edition,   Bertino   &   Bertino     

  
Supplementary   Texts   or   Special   Materials:    Chromebook   (fully   charged),   1-1.5   in   binder,    calculator   with   basic   
functions   (ex   TI-30),   notebook   for   note   taking,   pens,   and   pencils.   

    
Course   Description:     Forensic   science   is   designed   to   build   on   science   concepts   and    apply    science   to   the   investigation   of   
crime   scenes.    Students   will   learn   the   scientific   protocols   for   analyzing   a   crime   scene,   how   to   use   chemical   and   physical   
methods   to   isolate   and   identify   materials,   how   to   analyze   biological   evidence,   and   the   criminal   use   of   tools,   including   
impressions   from   firearms,   tool   marks,   arson,   and   explosive   evidence.   The   attention   to   details,   including   the   reporting   of   
procedure   and   data,   and   development   of   critical   thinking   skills   are   vital   for   a   future   in   any   medical,   forensic   or   biological   
science;   these   skills   are   also   applicable   to   any   number   of   fields   outside   of   science.    Good   attendance   and   active   
participation   are   essential   for   success   in   forensic   science.     

  
Course   Outline   and   Content:     
Semester   A: Semester   B:   
Unit   1:    History,   Organization,   and   Law  Unit   6:    Fingerprints   and   Impressions   
Unit   2:    Crime   Scene   Investigation    Unit   7:    Arson,   Explosives   and   Ballistics   
Unit   3:    Serology   Unit   8:    Forensic   Chemistry   and   Toxicology   
Unit   4:    DNA   Unit   9:    Human   Remains/Anthropology   
Unit   5:    Document   Examination/Hairs   and   Fibers Unit   10:   TBD   time   permitting   

  
Special   Notice   of   Course   Content:     Due   to   the   nature   of   this   science,   the   course   will   involve   case   studies,   videos,   
discussions,   and   research   into   violent   and   graphic   material   not   normally   present   in   the   classroom.    During   this   course,   the   
students   and   instructors   will   always   act   in   a   respectful   manner   towards   the   victims   and   crimes   discussed.    Although   these   
topics   will   be   dealt   with   delicately   and   scientifically,   their   content   is   unavoidable   in   any   thorough   Forensic   Science   
course.    Some   sensitive   topics   that   will   be   covered   include   rape   evidence   analysis,   suicide,   murder,   decomposition,   
autopsies/pathology   and   weapons.    Furthermore,   students   will   be   analyzing   information   about   themselves,   including   their   
fingerprints.   This   information   will   be   solely   for   educational   purposes.    There   will   be   times   when   
pictures/video/re-enactments   and   of   crimes   may   be   shown   to   supplement   the   material   students   are   working   on   in   class,   
and   students   may   be   handling   non-typical   materials.    These   materials   will   be   screened   ahead   of   time   and   videos   will   be   
limited   to   those   that   are   shown   on   television.    All   video   clips   will   be   pre-approved   by   administration.    Please   know   that   at   
any   time,   if   you   and/or   your   child   feels   uncomfortable/uneasy   during   class   due   to   the   assigned   content,   they   can   see   me   
individually   and   we   will   work   to   resolve   the   situation.    If   there   are   any   pre-existing   situations   that   you   know   your   child   
may   become   uncomfortable   with   discussing/learning   about   in   class,   please   contact   me   ASAP.   

  
Special   Assignments   and   Projects:    Prior   to   the   spring   final   exam,   students   will   complete   a   case   study   project   that   will   
allow   students   to   appreciate   how   forensics   applies   in   the   real   world   while   reviewing   the   curriculum   learned   over   the   year.   
This   will   count   as   a   major   assessment   grade.    The   fall   semester   will   end   with   a   traditional   final   exam.   

    
Classroom   Rules   and   Discipline   Procedures :    All   students   must   adhere   to   the   rules   and   expectations   outlined   in   the   Henry   
County   Schools   student   handbook   and   the   Union   Grove   High   School   student   handbook   addendum.     
It   is   imperative   that   the   student   realizes   that   the   classroom   is   an   academic   institution,   and   she/he   is   to   conduct   
herself/himself   accordingly.    All   students   are   expected   to   contribute   to   the   learning   environment   in   a   positive   manner.   
Please   be   polite,   respectful,   and   allow   all   students   equal   opportunity   to   learn   distraction-free.     
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Hall   Pass   Policy :     Students   are   required   to   utilize   and   display   the   standard   issued   UGHS   pass   at   all   times   while   out   of   the   
classroom,   failure   to   do   so   will   result   in   disciplinary   consequences.   Students   are   also   required   to   fill   out   the   Google   form   
prior   to   leaving   the   classroom   and   document   their   return   time   on   the   same   form.   Teachers   will   not   give   out   hall   passes   
during   the   first   ten   minutes   or   last   ten   minutes   of   class.   It   is   the   teacher’s   discretion   to   allow   or   deny   a   hall   pass   request.   
  

Chromebook   Policy:    It   is   an   expectation   for   students   to   have   their   charged   Chromebook   with   them   every   day.   Failure   to   
do   so   will   be   regarded   as   “not   being   prepared   for   class.”   
  

On   Time   Policy:    In   order   to   be   considered   “on   time”   to   class,   the   student   must   be   across   the   threshold   of   the   classroom   or   
designated   classroom   area   by   the   end   of   the   tardy   bell.   
  

Make-up   Policy :     Students   will   be   given   one   day   for   every    excused    day   absent   to   make   up   their   work.    It   is   the   
responsibility   of   the   student   to   obtain   make-up   work   (check   GoogleClassroom   when   you   are   out!).      Make-up   tests   and   
tutoring   will   be   scheduled   during   IF   or   before/after   school.    Failure   to   complete   the   work   within   this   time   frame   will   result   
in   a   0   on   the   assignment.   

  
Grading   System:     
  

GRADING   SCALE: GRADING   CATEGORIES:   
A   =    90-100 80%   of   the   grade   is   comprised   of:   
B   =    80-89 40%   Assessment   Tasks   (ex.   tests   and   projects)     
C   =    74-79 40%   Practice   Work   (ex.   labs,   classwork,   and   quizzes)     
D   =    70-73 20%   Comprehensive   Final   Exam   
F   =    below   70     
  

Communication:      It   is   vital   that   each   student   checks   the   Whiteboard   and   Google   Classroom    daily    for   important   class   
assignments,   updates,   study   material,   and   announcements.     
  

Grading   and   Assessments:      Forensic   Science   applies   scientific   techniques   and   principles   to   criminal   cases.    Therefore,   
students   are   expected   to    apply    the   material   they   learn   on   major   assessments   rather   than   merely   regurgitating   information.   
It   is   imperative   that   students   complete   all   available   classwork,   review   sheets   and   study   material   prior   to   any   assessment   to   
ensure   success.    Everything   they   see   on   the   major   assessments   will   have   already   been   covered,   so   it   is   important   that   
students   seek   help   early.    At   the   end   of   each   semester,   the   lowest   test   grade   will   be   dropped   for   any   student   who   has   
completed   at   least   90%   of   the   daily   openers   as   this   daily   practice   is   vital   to   understanding   the   content   and   preparing   for   
assessments.     
  

Lab   safety   guidelines   will   be   strictly   enforced!     Every   student   will   receive   training   in   topics   related   to   laboratory   safety.   
All   students   must   sign   and   adhere   to   a   laboratory   safety   contract   in   order   to   participate   in   laboratory   activities.   Eating   and   
drinking   are   never   allowed   in   the   lab   area   nor   is   it   allowed   in   the   classroom   area   (with   the   exception   of   water).   
  

Group   work :     Science   is   a   collaborative   field.    With   this   in   mind,   you   will   complete   the   majority   of   the   labs,   projects,   and   
other   activities    within    a   group.    Each   student   is   expected   to   participate   in   every   aspect   of   the   work.     For   example,   students   
will    NOT    divide   questions   on   a   worksheet   and   then   pool   the   answers;   EVERY   student   will   answer   the   question   and   then   
the   group   may   discuss   and   agree   upon   a   common   answer,   which   each   student   will   then   write   in   their   own   words .    Credit   
will   not   be   given   if   it   is   evident   the   student   did   not   complete   the   work   on   their   own.   
3   
Academic   Honesty   Policy   and   Rule   Violation:      I   have   ZERO   tolerance   for   cheating   and   plagiarism .    Students   who   
comprise   the   academic   integrity   of   this   course   will   receive   a   permanent   zero   for   the   assignment,   a   UGHS   four-step   
discipline   will   be   recorded,   and   parents/guardians   will   be   notified.   
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3 Here   are   some   examples   of   acceptable   collaboration:   
· Clarifying   ambiguities   or   vague   points   in   class   handouts,   textbooks,   or   lectures   
· Discussing   or   explaining   the   general   class   material   
· Providing   assistance   with   lab   set   ups   and   equipment   
· Discussing   data   that   you   and   your   partner   observe   and   record   
· Discussing    assignments   to   better   understand   them   

  
Now   for   the   dark   side;   here   are   some   examples   of   clear   cases   of   cheating:   

·      Copying   lab   conclusions   or   assignment   answers   from   another   person   or   source,   including   retyping   their   
answers,   changing   variable   names,   simply   changing   out   words,   copying   ideas   without   explicit   citation   from   
previously   published   works   (except   the   textbook),   etc.  

·       Allowing   someone   else   to   copy   your   labs   or   written   assignments ,   either   in   draft   or   final   form   
·      Getting   help   from   someone   whom   you   do   not   acknowledge   on   your   solution   
·      Copying   from   another   student   during   an   exam,   quiz,   or   midterm   (this   includes   receiving   exam-related   

information   from   a   student   who   has   already   taken   the   exam)   
 3   
Late   Work   Policy:      Students   are   given   ample   class   time   to   complete   work;    when   you   are   in   class,   you   are   expected   to   be   
on   task .      If   you   are   present   and    choose    not   to   do   an   assignment   or   play   rather   than   work,   you   will   receive   a   permanent   0   
on   that   assignment;   getting   the   answers   from   your   group   without   participating   in   the   activity   will   also   result   in   a   0.    I   have  
2   hard   deadlines   for   each   unit:   quiz   day   and   test   day,   which   will   be   maintained   on   the   whiteboard.   Throughout   the   unit,   a   
soft   deadline   is   given   for   each   assignment   to   keep   students   on   pace.    However,   I   understand   that   some   people   need   more   
time   to   complete   and   process   the   content   in   this   class   as   we’ll   cover   many   topics   not   covered   in   previous   science   classes.   
At   the   time   of   the   soft   deadline,   work   is   marked   missing   and   late   in   IC .    This   will   calculate   a   0   in   the   grade   book,   
allowing   you   to   see   the   consequences   of   missing   work.    If   the   work   is   turned   in   by   the   hard   deadline,   IC   will   be   updated   
with   the   earned   grade   and   there   is   no   late   penalty.    If   work   does   not   come   in   by   the    start    of   the   period   the   day   of   the   hard   
deadline,   there   is   a   late   penalty   of   20%   off   per   day.   Note:   there   will   be   assignments   (including   quizzes,   tests,   and   extra   
credit   review   sheets)   that   are   exempt   from   this   process   and   are   expected   to   be   completed   by   a   specific   time;   it   will   be   
clearly   communicated   to   the   students   when   those   exemptions   arise.     
  

Cell   Phone/Electronic   Device   Policy:    The   cell   phone/electronic   device   policy   begins   when   students   enter   the   designated   
classroom   area.   All   students   will   place   all   cell   phones/devices   in   the   teacher   assigned   caddy.   During   this   time,   cell   phones   
must   be   turned   off.    Additionally,   all   smart   watches   or   other   electronic   devices   connected   to   the   phone   must   be   caddied   
until   the   end   of   class.    Cell   phones/devices   will   remain   caddied   until   the   end   of   class.   Students   will   NOT   be   allowed   to   
take   their   phones/devices   out   of   the   room   when   they   have   a   hall   pass   to   the   restroom,   media   center,   etc.   Students   will   be   
allowed   to   use   cell   phones/devices   before   first   period,   during   lunch,   and   during   class   transition.     
  

On   Time   Policy:    In   order   to   be   considered   “on   time”   to   class,   the   student   must   be   across   the   threshold   of   the   classroom   or   
designated   classroom   area   by   the   end   of   the   tardy   bell.   
  

Unit   Repair   Plan:    In   an   effort   to   aid   in   student   mastery,   each   UGHS   student   will   have   the   opportunity   to   participate   in   
Unit   Repair.    Only   two   unit   repairs   may   occur   during   each   semester    as   specified   by   the   UGHS   Science   
Department.  Students   will   receive   an   average   grade   of   the   first   and   second   attempts   for   the   assessment.    The   average   will   
only   be   taken   if   it   is   higher   than   the   first   attempt.    In   order   to   receive   this   opportunity,   the   student   must   communicate   with   
the   teacher   to   receive   instructions   within   two   school   days   of   receiving   the   graded   assessment.    Students   will   be   required   to   
complete   coursework   and/or   before/after   school   tutoring   as   defined   by   the   teacher   to   show   a   greater   understanding   of   the   
material   to   reassess.   The   student   has   2   weeks   from   the   date   the   graded   assessment   is   returned   to   complete   the   practice   
work   and   take   the   reassessment.     

  
Exam   Exemption:     To   encourage   and   reward   excellent   attendance,   each   student   may   earn   the   right   to   exempt   one   (1)  
spring   semester   non-state   required   final   exam.   Each   student   must   meet   clear   guidelines   to   qualify   for   this   exemption.   
Please   see   our   school   website   for   all   requirements   and   guidelines.   
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Remind   101    will   be   used   for   important   reminders   about   the   course   throughout   the   year.    To   sign   up   text    @whitefs   to   
81010.   

  
  

Follow   the   link   to   the   Google   Form   to   acknowledge   that   you   have   read   and   understand   all   of   the   objectives,   
requirements,   and   expectations   for   Forensic   Science   taught   by   Dr.   Kellie   White   and   Melanie   Harmon   (2nd   and   6th  
periods).   

  
https://forms.gle/PDvut395NydDUdMX9   

  

https://forms.gle/PDvut395NydDUdMX9

